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In their pages the peculiar doctrines of Christianity
were every where visible, and on the deep and solid
basis of these doctrinal truths were laid the founda-
tions of a superstructure of morals proportionally
broad and exalted. Of this fact, their writings, still
extant, are a decisive proof: and they who may want
leisure, or opportunity, or inclination, for the perusal
of these valuable records, may satisfy themselves of
the truth of the assertion, that such as we have
stated it, was the Christianity of those times, by con-
sulting our Articles and Homilies, or even by care-
fully examining our excellent Liturgy, But from
that tendency to deterioration, lately noticed, thckse
great fundamental truths began to be somewhat less
prominent in the compositions of many of the leading
divines before the time of the civil wars. During
the church in 1G66, in violation of the royal word, as well aa of the
clear principles of justice. With his controversial pieces I am lit-
tle acquainted ; but his practical writings, in four massy folios, are
a treasury of Christian wisdom; and it would bo a most valuable
service to mankind to revise them, and perhaps to abridge them, so
as to render them more suited to the taste of modern readers. This
has been already done in the case of his Dying Thoughts, a beauti-
ful little piece, and of his Saints' Rest His life also, written by him-
self, and in a separate volume, contains much useful matter, and many
valuable particulars of the history of the times of Charles I., Crom-
well, &c.—I take the earliest opportunity which is offered me by
the publication of a new edition of the Practical View, &c. of cor-
recting an error which has been pointed out in the <e Christian Ke-
membraucer" for February and March last. It was certainly
incorrect to describe Mr. Baxter as a member of the Church of
England ; since, though I believe he differed little, if at all, from
the English church in matters of doctrine or principle, he urged
many objections against her discipline and formularies, objections,
some of which, with all the reverence I feel for his character, 1 can-
not but consider as unworthy of, so great a man. I cannot however
forbear expressing my regret, that the writer of tho " llemarks on
Baxter's Life " in the article in question, should have appeared to
feel so little reverence for a man, of whom, notwithstanding some
alloy of human infirmities, it may perhaps be truly affirmed, thafc
the writings of few, if any, uninspired men, have been the matru-
ments of such great and extensive bqjien't to mankind, as those of
Mr. Baxter.

